
My favorite subject at school was … history.

When I wake up I … make two cups of coffee for my wife and myself.

My favorite piece of research is … synthesis of organic molecules with novel structure and properties.

The three qualities that make a good scientist are … curiosity, concentration, and patience.

My science “hero” is … Professor Satoru Masamune.

I chose chemistry as a career because … synthetic chemists can prepare new molecules by themselves.

My first experiment was … the separation of reaction products using a 1 m long chromatography
column.

If I were not a scientist I would be … a teacher.

My most exciting discovery to date has been … the synthesis of belt-shaped conjugated systems
(carbon nanorings).

The most exciting thing about my research is … the construction of onion-type complexes based on
carbon nanorings and a buckminsterfullerene.

My biggest motivation is … curiosity.

The part of my job which I enjoy the most is … teaching.

My favorite writer (fiction) is … Ryotaro Shiba.

My favorite writer (science) is … Stephen Jay Gould.

My favorite books are … history books.

The most significant advance in chemistry in the last hundred years has been … the chemistry of
catalysts.

The biggest problem that scientists face is … to solve the global energetic problem.
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